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MEMORANDCM

TO: | ~ The Members of the Chesterﬁeld County Planning Comrnission
FROM: B Thomas E. J acobson Director of Plannmg Vv M/\
DATE: - ~ June2,2003 ’

SUBJECT:  Amendment to the‘ Zoning Ordinance .

PROPOSED AMENDMENT: The proposed amendment to Section 19-301 of the Zoning
Ordinance will modify the deﬁnltlon of a lot to require that the buildable area adjacent to the street
be no smaller that the minimum lot size specified for the zonlng district on any lot bisected by a
ﬂoodplaln or RPA (See Attachment A) :

STAFF RECOMMENDAT ION Staff recommends the Planmng Commission set a pubhc hearmg
on the attached ordinance amendment (See Attachment B) '

A BACKGROUND As aresult of the net density discussion, it was recommended that the Planning

Commission should evaluate possrble ordinance amendments that would prohibit the creation of lots.
that had the buildable area substantlally restricted by the presence of a floodplain or RPA that
bisected the lot. This situation frequently left a reduced buildable.area adjacent to the street as
compared to non-impacted lots and has. lead to the frequent v1olat10n of these environmentally
restricted areas by unsuspecting homeowners

The ordinance amendment wou1d§ require that lots bisected by these environmental features achieve
the minimum lot area adjacent to the street or provide evidence that the regulatory agencies will
permit the crossing. Compliance w1th this requirement would be accomphshed through the tentative
review process ’ : '

Prov1d1ng a FIRST CHOICE community through excellence in public
: ~ service.



ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE COUNTY
- OF CHESTERFIELD, 1997, AS AMENDED BY AMENDING
AND RE ENACTING SECTION 19 301 RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF A LOT

BEIT ORDAIN ED by the Board of Superv1sors of Chesterﬁeld County

(1) That Sectzon19-301 of the Code of the Countv of Chesterf eld, 1997, as amended, is
‘amended and re-enacted to read as follows

000

Lot: A smgle recorded partitioned land area set off by metes and bounds occupied, or 1ntended to
be occupied, by a principal bulldlng or bulldmgs and accessory buildings and uses, together 3 with -
such open spaces as are required under this chapter havmg not less than the minimum area - -
required by this.chapter for a lot in the dlstnct in which it is situated and fronting on a street. _All
lots to _be used for residential purposes that receive tentative approval after (INSERT
EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT) that are. substantrallv divided by wetlands, RPAs or -
floodplains shall achieve the ‘minimum lot area, based upon the zoning designation, on the
portion of the lot immediately adjacent to the street where access and frontage satisfies ordinance -
requ1rements unless the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and any state regulatory agency having
jurisdiction’ approves crossing the wetlands, RPAs or floodplains. ~Any such crossing of the
wetlands, RPA’s or floodplain shall have: dramage structures that are sized based upon 100-year

S storm flows. ‘Only in chapter 19 may ‘the word “lot” include the words ‘plot,” “parcel,” and -

“premises.

2) T hat this ordinancé shall become effective immediately upon adoption. -





